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sounds

Once more,
with El Gusto

DAVID HUTCHEON 0N Damon Albarn’s part
in bringing back to life chaabi —the
Algerian music that once united nations

ue Qnrki is a big man.
Carrying his guitar, he op-
the e

of Johnny

with the s
Cash and siogs a folk ballad about

the worthy of the Man 1

in Black that elicits whoops of recog:
nition from his audience. But this is
Marsellles, not San Quentin, and
Cherkl I8 Prench. His song, Je suis

un piedenoir, tells of having to leave  performing

for Prance 45 years ago, thus
m an emigré in his own

colintry.

Accompanying him are the El
Gusto Orchestra, veterans of Alger-
jan music’s postwar golden age,
when the sound of chaabi united
streets, When the war of independ-
ence (1954-62) tore spart the
French colony it ripped the heart
out of the musical community, For

L;nyof“hﬁ::ﬂuﬁ
me‘uhoﬁdhﬁjw?’

Now the old friends’ schedules in-
cludes a film, a tour by the orches-
tra, which reaches the Barbjean in
London on October 10 as part of its
annual Ramedan Nights season, and
a0 album, produced by Damon Al
barn and released an his label, Hon-
est Jons, “1 didn't know chaabi
before 1 became involved,” Albarn
admits, “But after 1 got the call ask-
fng me to contribute to this project |
wade sure [ was well-versed before
I got here: Then all | needed to do

was to put microphones in the right - weddings

places and try to capture the raw-
ness of the music. 1 just told them
they were the maestros and let them
geton with ic”

El Gusto fs the brainchild of Safin-
¢z Bousbia, a Dublin-hased Alger-
jan, “I was in Algiers in 2003 and

bieard jazz and blues, My right hand
played Algerian music, my left hand
played boogie-woogie, and 1 could
integrate the

Algiers conservatoire, But the war
of independence meant Europeans
and Jews fled to Burope, It would
have been difficult to replace such
talents as Bl Medion) nd Castel, but

the Arabs who remained were
forced to play only a classical reper-
toire. When the Cashah started to
fall apart through neglect, the musi-
clans were sent to live in outlying
suburbs and music lessons ceased,
Chaabi was dying 4 slow death and
Algerin slid slowly into a civil war
:'wuldm&oﬁ-liminwi-

were seen 25 legitimate tangets
by hardling Lslamists and nussdered.
“With the arival of weltaky peace:

« and wary visitors in 2002, there was
- arevival of interest in the old music,

Barbershop tro: members of El Gusto reacquaint themselves with msicthey let behind 45 years oarler

flood back, old acquaintances are re-

ttewed; the musicians just don't deep

want to stop.

One such mosician is Robert Cas-
_ud.gxdﬁmdmndﬂnw
tor for nearly 50 years, he also left
Algeria in 1062, after the end of the
war of

M‘mmt Costel, 2 Jow

whose father, L Labass, was one  an

of the most revered writers of chao-

bebore thern il 14

We played together,
the Jews and

the Muslims.

It was natural’

theald of a stick o

Almed
Stage slowly, §
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and has to have his lute handed to

ushered i an
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